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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5, 8-12, 15-19, 21-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Barraclough et al (U.S Publication No. 2001/0024436 A1). 

Regarding claims 1,15 Barraclough discloses a gateway system for use in a 
communication network for communicating PCM data with a remote system connected 
to the communication network, paragraph 0042, the gateway system comprising: 

a plurality SLICs, figures 2 and 4 (voice processing units), hereinafter voice 
processing unit, each voice processing unit having a unique IP format and preparing 
compressed data from the PCM data and further converting the compressed data into 
packets, figure 4; 

a HUB in communication with the plurality of voice processing units; and a CPU 
140 (main processing unit), herein after main processing unit, figure 4, in 
communication with the plurality of voice processing units and the HUB, paragraph 
0025, the main processing unit having a IP format for communicating with the remote 
system, wherein the main processing unit receives the unique IP format of the plurality 
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of voice processing units and the packets and converts the packets into a protocol stack 
for communicating on the communication network, paragraph 0029. 

Barroclough does not disclose that the SLICs (voice processing units) having 
their own unique IP addresses and the CPU has its main IP address, wherein the 
communication uses the main IP address in lieu of the unique IP addresses of the 
SLICs (voice processing units). However, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art to have the feature of the IP addresses of SLICs (voice 
processing units) being combined to become the main IP address and used in the 
communication network to reduce the complexity of address's signaling and increase 
the effectiveness of address management at the gateway. 

Regarding claims 2, 16 Barraclough discloses each one of the plurality of voice 
processing units uses G. 723.1 standard protocol to compress the PCM data, paragraph 
0028. 

Regarding claims 3, 17 Barraclough does not disclose each one of the plurality of 
voice processing units uses G.729 standard protocol. However, it would have been to 
one having ordinary skill in the art have the feature of G.729 used in the voice 
processing units because it is a matter of design choice for economic reasons. 

Regarding claims 4, 18 Barraclough discloses the packets are converted into the 
protocol stack using H.323 standard protocol, paragraph 0026. 

Regarding claims 5, 19 Barraclough discloses the plurality of voice processing 
units are in communication with the HUB using Ethernet connections, paragraph 0025. 
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Regarding claims 8, 21 Barraclough discloses a gateway system for use in a 
communication network for communicating PCM data with a remote system connected 
to the communication network, paragraph 0042, the gateway system comprising: 

a plurality SLICs, figures 2 and 4 (voice processing units), hereinafter voice 
processing unit, each voice processing unit having a unique IP format and preparing 
compressed data from the PCM data and further converting the compressed data into 
packets, figure 4; 

a HUB in communication with the plurality of voice processing units; and a CPU 
140 (main processing unit), herein after main processing unit, figure 4, in 
communication with the plurality of voice processing units and the HUB, paragraph 
0025, the main processing unit having a IP format for communicating with the remote 
system, wherein the main processing unit receives a protocol stack from the remote 
system, disassemble the protocol stack into the packets, figure 4, paragraph 0029. 

Barraclough does not disclose that the main processing unit selects idling voice 
processing unit and sends the packets with the unique IP address corresponding to the 
idling voice processing unit. However, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art have the feature of the main processing unit selects idling voice 
processing unit and sends the packets with the unique IP address corresponding to the 
idling voice processing unit because the idle voice processing unit is the free processing 
unit so that it is available to process data. 
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Regarding claims 9, 22 Barraclough discloses each one of the plurality of voice 
processing units uses G. 723.1 standard protocol to compress the PCM data, paragraph 
0028. 

Regarding claims 10, 23 Barraclough does not disclose each one of the plurality 
of voice processing units uses G.729 standard protocol. However, it would have been to 
one having ordinary skill in the art have the feature of G.729 used in the voice 
processing units because it is a matter of design choice for economic reasons. 

Regarding claims 1 1 , 24 Barraclough discloses the packets are converted into 
the protocol stack using H.323 standard protocol, paragraph 0026. 

Regarding claims 12, 25 Barraclough discloses the plurality of voice processing 
units are in communication with the HUB using Ethernet connections, paragraph 0025. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 26 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Thien Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-3156. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30AM to 5:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu, can be reached on (571) 272-3155. Any inquiry of a general nature 
of relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-2600. 



Thien Tran 




PRIMARY EXAMINER 



